Comic-Con Wrap Up Report 2010

Comic-Con TMI & Regrets 

#1 I did not have as many crazy parties for Comic-Con as I normally do. I only had ONE. But I did go in with others to host a surprise Wedding Shower during CCI. Yes I am sneaky AND I can keep a secret!

#2 My Stupid Period started right at the end of Comic-Con. Which threw my hot Sunday plans right out the window. Yuck!

#3 My feet died first and then the rest of me followed. This is probably due to extra weight &@#%

#4 I have never made it a secret that when I give out a Comp pass or Badge I expect any unwanted swag to come to me. I realize there are items that make no sense and that they may not want, but pick it up anyway and throw it in the bag. It is so simple. This year all but one of my Comp'd people failed me *&$#@%!!

#5 I seriously thought about quitting this year, but not because I got yelled at or dumped on. I like to look around, shop and talk. When I cannot do that, during the perfect show, I am a little angry, sad & depressed. Comic-Con is still the best place to meet up with "My Kind of Geek", but no one has time. I think a lot of us have had this problem for 5 years straight. I miss walking down row 100 and all the other rows. I like it just as much as the Swag juggernaut in the middle. I used to be the person everyone would give their Request List to and by the end of Con I would be handing out packages like a Black Santa. I can no longer do one of the things I love because of time. Each request would take an hour due to lines. I really don’t mind the lines, I expect them, but in my current "jam it in" time slots, it does not work so well. I just need to find a better way to do it. I think a lot of us do.

What I Bought for Me

#1 Firefly 12th Cavalry Death From Above patch

#2  Polly Pocket Dressed for Justice: Batgirl, Super Girl and Wonder Woman
#3 Dark-Hunter.com (Sherrilyn Kenyon) Vane keychain, Acheron charm, Simi pin, Simi notepad, Acheron lanyard & a heavy canvas bag that all came in a free big yellow Tabitha bag.

#4 Lightsaber Chopsticks, purple & red
#5 Batgirl bobble head figure from Funko

#6 Comic Book Guy with Spock ears, Simpsons figure collection from Kid Robot

#7 Predators: Cloaked Berserk 7" clear figure
#8 TRON Bearbrick 2010 SDCC Version
#9 Hot Wheels Ecto-1 Ghostbuster car
#10 Dexter 3rd Season prop card in a blind pack
What I Bought to Sell

Bio Shock Big Sister Unmasked 7" Action Figure by Neca

Hit Girl 2" keyring from Kick Ass by Mezitz
Firefly / Serenity metal key chain. Fully detailed pewter ship

Hot Wheels Ecto-1 Ghostbuster car
Tron Light cycle. First I will look at it, then I will sell it. 

eBay is calling me. I love Comic-Con and I volunteer to work it for free. However I have never made it a secret that I try to recoup my losses by selling items after the show. It costs money to work for free: Gas, Parking, Food and a new pair of comfortable shoes ends up costing me $500 minimum. Comic-Con may only run for 4 1/2 days, but those of us who work the show spend up a minimum of 10 days dealing with Con related preparation and issues (if not more).

MOST ANNOYING

#2 Scavenger Hunts of any type. Tron Coins, Green Hornets Garage, Sucker Punch wristbands and Button hunts that spanned 10 booths. It could be fun but, give me a break! I am glad some of you had the time, but I sure didn't!
#1 Most Annoying: Lack of Time. I was at Comic-Con for 4 1/2 days! I fully realize that Comic-Con is a big place with 125,000+ people jamming the halls. I am not one of those unrealistic people who assumes there will be parking, just for me and a seat in a panel, just for me and that every action figure I wanted will be there waiting, Just   For   Me. However what annoyed me no end was my inability to meet up with old friends...again! I only see them once a year when they migrate to San Diego. I literally saw friends from across the room and never was able to connect face to face. It sucked! It would have been worse if I were on a Scavenger Hunt (
Most Disappointing

#2 More companies did not get a booth on the Exhibit hall floor, but there is only just so much room to go around.

Café Diem from SyFy made great use of outside space. Unfortunately as previously stated I did not make it outside the Marriott & Convention Center. I would like to see the other Viral offerings but there is just no way.

#1 The ridiculous amount of space wasted by the totally unnecessary Thor Chair! When a company asks for a lot of booth spaces a person might assume they would put lots of "Product" and then an eye-catching display. It was ALL display and a line to take a picture in the chair. I fully admit it was cool looking but really that is too much!

PRICES

I thought the pricing of most items was fair during the show. Most items were $5 - $20. I had a problem with two plush items. Both plush items were $40.00! Yes they were very cool, but $40 for a plush, in this economy!?

NEW TREND

#2 The Coupon Code. I like my swag to be a physical item, but yet again I ended up with pieces of paper. There were flyers, postcards and plastic cards that had either a Password or Coupon code on it. I like the occasional iTunes download card, but there were a ton this year. I feel like I got a virtual booby prize and I am not thrilled.

#1 The "Gift with Purchase" idea seemed to still be in full swing at CCI. I know of at least 6 booths that gave nice bags as a  "gift with purchase". In general this is sort of a nice idea since I truly fear that totally free swag is going to die off. Companies can no longer just give out 10,000 pieces of high quality swag for 5 days straight. Time will tell.

Books and a Signing

I made it to the Publishers section of Comic-Con only for short bursts this year. I really wanted to stay longer. I was rewarded with Book swag, of short stories, bookmarks & full novels! I was not able to go to any signings this year. Patricia Briggs was a special guest and I am sorry to have missed her. Sherrilyn Kenyon and Charlaine Harris were also there signing their paranormal series

Best Panel...that I saw & the Most Unexpected

#4 Big Bang Theory had Bare Naked Ladies live and on stage singing the theme song of the show! Get Thee to YouTube and watch it!

#3 Burn Notice. The main star was not on the panel but he had made cool little PSA's that they played before, during & after the panel. They are too hard to explain, but the panel itself was fun & fantastic. Bruce Campbell is still THE MAN!

#2 The singer from Tears for Fears played guitar and then the guys from Psych joined in to sing Shout. YouTube it!

#1 Castle! Almost the entire cast showed up. They were fun and engaging. They showed a clip. They read from the Nicki Heat book. Nathan Fillion is a riot! He signed his pack of Oreos and gave them as a prize for asking a good question. 

CON CRUD

The most insidious germ ever to strike in the US is often found at Geek Vegas. Con Crud is what happens when a few sick people refuse to miss the greatest convention on earth. Their collective germs get together to form a Borg hive that attempts to take over the immune systems of hard working Comic-Con staff and attendees. Fortunately simple bed rest, chicken noodle soup and aspirin will cure it. This is also why I suggest Airborne.

</P><P>

Clever Swag

Never let the fact that you are a smaller exhibitor dissuade you from offering swag. Sure Iron Man 2 gave out an awesome heavy canvas bag, but some of my favorite promotional items over the years have been fairly inexpensive. For example: Gummy worms were given out by a booth selling Dune books. 

This year my favorite swag items are:

* Galactus Crown. Yes, the Starro foam mask was cool, but I just loved the Galactus helmet better.
* Emily the Strange guitar picks just rock.

* True Blood gave out double-circle band-aids to cover vampire teeth bites. * True Blood: Cup of Joe postcard. I love a witty joke.
* Vladimir Todd gave out bags with the Fanged Smiley Face. That logo alone started me reading the book series.

* Adventure Time white ears cap from Cartoon Network. It is just too cute and my daughter is still wearing the cap days later.

* Megamind pop up postcards make a mini Standee.

* Tron Legacy: Flynn's Arcade 7 Coins & Coin Squeeze Purse (Disney): Arc Wars, Astro Gunner, D Con 4, Home of Tron, Kraz Bot!, Space Paranoids & Vice Squad. Lots of nostalgia in seven little coins. I am sure it was not cheap to produce but it sure is cool.
* Disney's "Tangled" animation limited Edition Lithograph. I have not noticed a good Lithograph since the first Lord of the Rings movie came out.

==

My concern is about the general public. The Newbies & the Mundanes. SciFi and Comic Book Fandom is a small world. Most of us know or know of each other. We can pull a 7 Degrees of Kevin Bacon act with no problem. We meet our online friends for the first time in 11 months. The fact that 125,000+ people descend on San Diego does not change the feelings of the core fans. I would say 1/5 of all the people at Comic-Con should have been somewhere else. Being a Newbies & a Mundane is not horrible, but I am sorry to say they do not know how to act in public. They are only used to attending music concerts so they get confused at CCI. They whine and moan a lot. They do not want to stand in line. When they do stand in line it is 10 minutes before the Panel is about to begin...and they do not get in...and they whine some more. The Newbies & the Mundanes are Very Rude. Comic-Con is not a right it is a PRIVILEDGE! There is no guarantee anyone will get on Space Mountain when they go to Disneyland. There is no guarantee the hot new movie won't be sold out on Friday night. What makes them think the Panel they came to see won't be full? Why is it so hard to grasp reality? SciFi and Comic Book Fans who often live in a fantasy world understand, why can't Newbies & Mundanes?

= = 

Thank Sue & Debbie for the Marriot hotel room 1773 at the end of the hall.

Thank Sue for the cool yellow CCI gift bag & the small messenger bag.

Thank Debbie for the Baileys & Vodka.

2010

Thank John for the Best Buy card & tell him what I bought

Thank John, Robin & Fae for the In & Out parking pass. If I stay at the Marriott in 2011 I will not need it. I will just pay for parking Monday & Tuesday, then use the Marriott lot the rest of the week.

Ask Eddie Ibrahim how his new Assistant was? 

Check the remaining food in the Events boxes and make a list

