Comic-Con Wrap Up Report 2009
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TMI 

#1 I tend to save up all my truly crazy party ideas for Comic-Con! When this does not work out in some way I get really ticked off.

#2 Almost every female I know who was not on the pill started their Period right before or during Comic-Con. Yuck!

#3 I did not get to go out dancing with some fine young thing this year because I was dead. My feet died first and then the rest of me followed

#4 As far as I know men think about sex all the time, yet some of them cannot take a hint. Even saying no is better than the vague confusion that sometimes clouds an issue. No one wants to hang a Buffet sign around their neck that says Come & Get It, but are some people really that stupid? Yes, darn it!

What I Bought for Me

Cosmode Costume mode magazine large Hardcover book for only $10.00!

Dark-Hunter.com (Sherrilyn Kenyon) Vane medallion with amethyst

Seventh Kingdom Akkuli Blue Feline Action Figure $20

Littlest Pet Shop: Littlest Pet Shop Collector's Exclusive $8 

My Little Pony: My Little Pony 2009 Collector's Exclusive Pony $15 

Locke & Key "Ghost Key". I love old keys and fancy elaborate keys. This one is both!

Disney/Pixar Toy Story Buzz Lightyear

CCI Guy 40th tribute Art Mallow #3849 $25

Alan - DC Direct Blackest Night Action Figures, 5 Green Lanterns $20 each 


Graphitti Design #2315  9:30am tickets given out each day

Alan - Justice League Unlimited Green Lantern Origins 3-Pack

Pam - Optimus Prime Mighty Mugg Special Edition $15 

Jasmine - Ninja Joe the Egg $10

I was disappointed that the Comic-Con Exclusive Silver Astronaut Snoopy figurine was never made. They had production problems and that was the end of that :( I did pick up the Peanuts Astronaut Snoopy Lanyards for other people.

501st Clone Trooper Super Stylized Vinyl Bobblehead $20

What I Bought to Sell

The DC Direct Blackest Night Action Figures. Graphitti Design only allowed a person to buy 2 figures. I was fine with this since I had to get the 5 Green Lanterns as Alan's present. I had not decided what to do with the other set, but eBay is now calling me. I love Comic-Con and I volunteer to work it for free. However I have never made it a secret that I try to recoup my losses by selling items after the show. It costs money to work for free: Gas, Parking, Food and a new pair of comfortable shoes ends up costing me $500 minimum. Comic-Con may only run for 4 1/2 days, but those of us who work the show spend up to 10 days dealing with Con related preparation and issues (if not more).

Paypal is not free and neither is bubble wrap. If the extra $1.00 hurts your feelings that much take your sensitive toosh off world.
MOST ANNOYING

#2 
The DC Direct Blackest Night Green Lantern Action Figures. Unlike most of the crazed people around me I was only getting the DC Direct Blackest Night Action Figures because I promised to give them as a 50th Birthday present! What a nightmare that turned out to be! 

#1 Most Annoying: I fully realize that Comic-Con is a big place with 125,000+ people jamming the halls. I am not one of those unrealistic people who assumes there will be parking, just for me and a seat in a panel, just for me and that every action figure I wanted will be there waiting, Just   For   Me. However what annoyed me no end was my inability to meet up with old friends. I only see them once a year when they migrate to San Diego like flocks of birds. My schedule was too busy and so was theirs. It created a black hole of time suckage that we never escaped from! (
Most Disappointing

#2 The new SciFi (now SyFy) company did not get a booth on the Exhibit hall floor, which sucked. Instead they took over a building on 5th Avenue and opened up Café Diem! It was a very cool idea, but there seemed to be no rhyme or reason to their give-away schedule. Their staff wandered around and did not stay put directly in front of Café Diem so finding the very nice swag became doubly impossible. I am still using their Big Frakin Bag from years ago and now I have nothing to replace it with. Silly SyFy.

#1 The ridiculous amount of effort necessary to get some "free" swag items. Two years ago a mini scavenger hunt from one kids booth to another resulted in some very cool Avatar cards. Last year a larger scavenger hunt around downtown San Diego resulted in some unique Fringe items. I honestly did not have time for the 2007 on-site hunt let alone the wander around downtown hunt. This year, 2009, Disney went insane-o! It was for the Disney Flynn's Arcade Tron Legacy Set. An Attendee could wait a few hours to get into the Tron panel and receive a free coin...or...Flynn's Arcade reopened its doors in San Diego for three nights only! The first night, attendees went on a scavenger hunt across the Gaslamp District, looking for Flynn Lives posters! On the posters, were secret codes, only visible with a black light! These posters were ONLY given out on the first night, IF you completed the scavenger hunt successfully!!! You also get TWO tokens to Flynn's! They say "Flynn's Arcade" on one side, and "Home of Tron" on the other side. You also get an "admit one" ticket to Flynn's Arcade! These were ONLY given out on the final day, in the afternoon! But that's not all! You also get TWO exclusive t-shirts! "Flynn Lives" and "Flynn's Arcade". Both shirts also feature a secret code. If you take your black light to each shirt, you'll find a secret code hidden in the letters! 

REALLLLLY DISNEY THAT IS JUST TOO MUCH!!!!

PRICES

I thought the pricing of most items was fair during the show. Most items cost what a collector would expect. Hasbro had a $1.00 difference in its pricing online compared to on-site. This was probably due to tax? Paying $16 instead of $15 was not going to kill me. However, Lego lost its mind with a drawing for the chance to purchase a $50 set of Legos. Not win, Purchase! In this economy!?

NEW TREND

#2 The Coupon Code. I like my swag to be an item, but this year more than ever I ended up with pieces of paper. There were flyers, postcards and plastic cards that had either a Password or Coupon code on it. I like the occasional iTunes download card, but this year was too much. I feel like I got a virtual prize and I am not thrilled.

#1 The "Gift with Purchase" idea seemed to be in full swing this year at CCI. I really wanted the new baby blue Naruto Viz bag, but it was only available with a purchase. Unfortunately the item wanted was not something they brought to the Convention :(  I know of at least 4 other booths that gave nice bags as a  "gift with purchase". In general this is sort of a nice idea since I truly fear that free swag is going to die off next year and for several years to come. Companies can no longer just give out 10,000 pieces of swag for 5 days straight. Time will tell.

Books and a Signing

I made it my business to get to the Publishers section of Comic-Con this year. I was rewarded with Book swag! Some were short storied, but most were full novels! Hooray! I went to my first book signing at Comic-Con ever. The Dark Hunter books are all about Vampires, Were's & Daimons, with lots of mythology mixed in. It was strangely fun chatting with other people who have also read 20+ books by the same person. Fan-atic! The only bad part was the time it took. Sherrilyn Kenyon was wonderful and signed everyone's book on Friday, which sounds good until you realize she has written over 30 books! Some people did not stick to the "Just a Few" rule. They brought up to 10 books. I was not suffering, but it did cause her to run 40 minutes late, which caused me to be...40 minutes late. Duh!
To make it all crazier Charlaine Harris was signing her True Blood vampire series at the next table!

Best Panel...that I saw

#2 Burn Notice. The main star was not on the panel but he had made cool little PSA's that they played before, during & after the panel. They are too hard to explain, but the panel itself was fun & fantastic. Bruce Campbell is still THE MAN!

#1 Chuck. A short video message played about "the end of Season 2" when the entire cast & crew thought they were cancelled. Since they were cancelled they were free to do any crazy & zany stuff they wanted to in the "final" episode, like have Chuck-fu. One of the writers started freaking out about how they could never keep up with the Chuck-fu type action! It was super funny to watch. Immediately after that Jeffster sang **?** live and on stage! Complete with Key-tar. Best Panel Evvver!!

Most Unexpected

I was pretty sure what to expect with the new SG-U Stargate show and the return of Fringe, but not V. I was in Ballroom 20 waiting for something else when the V panel began. It was truly a pleasant surprise. I will go out of my way to watch this show when it begins on ABC in the fall and you should too.

Signs, Sayings & T-shirts 

Animosity 

Yes, I'm a Woman, Yes, I'm at Comic-Con, NO, I don't like Twilight

Then Buffy Staked Edward, The End.

Twilight Ruined Comic-Con...if you agree make another sign

Red Ring of Death Shirt from Xbox 

Regrets 

I should have talked to more people during Comic-Con. I was annoyed by the fact that I could not talk to my friends that I missed out on making new friends. I felt like I was "stuck" with people rather than the more positive "the more the merrier". Ah well, I will try to do better starting now. Maybe by Con next year I will be chatting away with strangers.

CON CRUD

The most insidious germ ever to strike in the US is often found at Geek Vegas. Con Crud is what happens when a few sick people refuse to miss the greatest convention on earth. Their collective germs get together to form a Borg hive that attempts to take over the immune systems of hard working Comic-Con staff and attendees. Fortunately simple bed rest, chicken noodle soup and aspirin will cure it. This is why I suggest Airborne.

==

My concern is about the general public. The Newbies & the Mundanes. SciFi and Comic Book Fandom is a small world. Most of us know or know of each other. We can pull a 7 Degrees of Kevin Bacon act with no problem. We meet our online friends for the first time in 11 months. The fact that 140,000 people descend on San Diego does not change the feelings of the core fans. I would say 1/4 of all the people at Comic-Con should have been somewhere else. Being a Newbies & a Mundane is not horrible, but I am sorry to say they do not know how to act in public. They are only used to attending music concerts so they get confused at CCI. They whine and moan a lot. They do not want to stand in line. When they do stand in line it is 10 minutes before the Panel is about to begin...and they do not get in...and they whine some more. The Newbies & the Mundanes are Very Rude. Comic-Con is not a right it is a PRIVILEDGE! There is no guarantee anyone will get on Space Mountain when they go to Disneyland. There is no guarantee the hot new movie won't be sold out on Friday night. What makes them think the Panel they came to see won't be full? Why is it so hard to grasp reality? SciFi and Comic Book Fans who often live in a fantasy world understand, why can't Newbies & Mundanes?

= = 

Thank Sue & Debbie for the hotel rooms. (2386)

Hyatt rooms ****are at the end of the hall.

Thank Sue for the cool yellow CCI gift bag & the small messenger bag.

Thank Debbie for the Kaluha.

2007

Thank John for the Hot Topic card & tell him what I bought

Thank John, Robin & Fae for the In & Out parking pass. I was very much appreciated and useful.

Suggest to Eddie Ibrahim that he needs 2 Assistants, one with him and one stationary. It is not the job of the on-site Office manager to be the Programming Heads Assistant. 

GMI on-site office space needs to be decided. They need some place with a plug for their chargers. They cannot be in the Newsletter area. 

The on-site Newsletter computers (2) should not be used for anything else. There are 4 open computers in the office and miscellaneous usage should be confined to them.

