WonderCon Freebie / Swag Report 09

<H3><FONT COLOR="GREEN">WonderCon Report 2009</FONT></H3>

WonderCon was a fantastic show this year. The weather was wonderful in San Francisco. It did not start raining until Sunday. As a happy byproduct the plane flight Thursday night was smooth, instead of the usual aerobatic roller coaster ride we are treated to. 

</P><P> 

Things were good on Friday considering it was a workday. Saturday & Sunday were so packed that they ran out of badges again! Friday & Sunday were pleasant, but Saturday was insane. The place was packed! As a friend pointed out to me, Saturday felt like someone had opened a can of Comic-Con and poured it over WonderCon. Supposedly WonderCon is a mid-sized convention, but it felt like a giant!

</P><P> 

Moscone Center is a very nice place, but like every convention center, it has a few flaws. The inability to get from point A to point B, due to lack of signage is one thing, but poor design and layout from the building cannot be fixed with a sign. Sometimes Architects are too busy being fancy and should stick with functional. That being said, some people are just a victim of overexcitement and a Tunnel Vision attack. Where is the DC Booth? You past it as you came in the front door. Oh. Where is the food? You past it as you came in the front door. Oh. The reason I heard this so much is because I was standing still in the Games area at the corner of the Hall. Many confused people wandered over to ask the same questions over & over again. 

</P><P> 

Many comic-related writers & artists had wonderful panels. They also had tables in the Exhibit hall that I could get to pretty easily. There were very good panels to see upstairs on each of the days. The stars of <b><i>Chuck</b></i> and <b><i>Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles</b></i> appeared. There was a great movie premiere at the Metreon for the <b><i>Watchmen</b></i> in its IMAX glory. The premiere of the<b><i>Wonder Woman</b></i> animated DVD was held on site in the big Esplande room.

</P><P> 

WonderCon held it's fifth <b>Masquerade</b> which I did not manage to see at all this time. Saturday was Hall costume day and Masquerade night. <b>I have posted a picture link for the many Hall costumes (23)</b>, but I have none from the Masquerade. <FONT COLOR="RED">IF you see a picture of you or your group feel free to contact me for the original raw un-cropped jpeg(s) 

</P><P> 

</FONT>.

<A HREF= "http://www.nosewheelie.com/marysgarage/news/wccostumeshall09"> Hall Costumes 23</A> 
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</P><P>

The food at WonderCon is still superior to other conventions, inside the center and across the street at the Westfield & Metreon Malls. We had many a good meal that was not too pricey. I had <B>Buckhorn</B> for lunch each day because it is so Yummy! We found various places to eat featuring Japanese, Indian & Chinese food. 

</P><P>

The Games section doubled in size this year and it is a good thing, because the players came out in droves. There were Tournaments going, demos being taught or attendees could bring their own games to play. The area in front of Games was often used by Costumed fans to take photos, which was only slightly annoying. The main problem were actually attendees trying to rest in the assigned seats area at Games. The Attendees had no way of knowing the table were all assigned times & dates. However if the Attendees would stop doing the Tunnel Vision thing and focus their eyes on the 5 signs stating "Games" they might not have had such a shock.

</P><P>

The Exhibits floor had lots of Artists, Small Press, a few big Companies and Vendors. The Artists & small companies were diverse. I bought a few things from several of them. The nice thing about WC is that a person has time to look at an item and talk to the person selling it without being crushed...most of the time. 

</P><P>

<b><i>Exhibits Floor Finds</b></i> &nbsp;

<UL><li>

I purchased 2 <b><i> Capsule Egg Figures</b></i>: a Girl with lavender hair & InuYasha

</li><li>

A <b><i> Code Geass</b></i> large figure of C2 (girl with green hair) & 2" figures

</li><li>

Several <b><i> Fate Stay Knight</b></i> 2" figures

</li><li>

I purchased the <b><i>Cutest Mini Goth Hat Ever!</b></i> from Phil Davis Books & Treasures

</li><li>

I snagged a <b><i>Gwen Stefani Doll</b></i>. I could not pass up the great $5 price

</li><li>

I purchased a fantastic <b><i> Hawaiian Gods Bookmark Set</b></i> by by Brittney Lee (Pele, Poliahu, Kane, Kanaloa, Hina & Ku) 

http://www.etsy.com/view_listing.php?ref=cat2_galley_18&listing_id=21781403

</li><li>

I bought 2 plush micro <b><i>Ninja Town</b></i> characters from http://www.shawnimals.com

</li><li>

The new Pea in the Pool bag from the <b><i>Pea</b></i> booth is great. Their play on words items are still the cutest things: Pea Pea Dance, Pea in the Snow, Pea in the Wind etc. http://www.conducthappiness.com

</li><li>

I found 3 <b><i>Stargate SG-1 Photos & a Badge Ribbon</b></i> while I was visiting booth 1033 to chat with actress Jasika Nicole, Astrid on Fringe. She is a very nice & funny young woman and I hope she makes it to Comic-Con some day. She signed Ned poster and he actually glowed.

</li><li>

A <b><i>Tsubasa Mokona key chain</b></i> 

</li><li>

I purchased an awesome <b><i>X-Men Toddlers</b></i> Limited edition print by by J.J. Kirby

</li></UL>

</P><P>

<H4>SWAG REPORT for WonderCon 2009</H4>

<P>

<A HREF="pics/WC09Swag.jpg"><IMG SRC="../photo.gif">WC Group A</A>&nbsp; 
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<B>Exhibits Floor Freebies</B>&nbsp;&nbsp; There were three Freebie tables at WonderCon for posters, stickers and buttons. Each company or artist seemed to have their own swag and several items were at the individual Booths or the Panels upstairs. The following is a list of all the free swag I know about. 

</P><P>

<UL><li>

501st Legion trading cards & stickers

</li><li>

Adventure Land movie T-shirts #1 Games & #2 Rides

</li><li>

Alien Trespass movie Poster & Postcard

</li><li>

Buffy the Musical Button (Panel exclusive)

</li><li>

BUTTONS: Coraline Buffy, 9 the Movie, Super Searnold, Watchmen & 3 others

</li><li>

BUTTONS- DC: Batman Battle for the Cowl, Green Lantern, Wonder Woman, Superman & Vertigo

</li><li>

COMICS: Star Wars, Unknown Soldier, Watchmen, Wildstorm, X-Files, Young Liars & Zuda

</li><li>

Coraline deck of Alphabet cards A-Z & Buttons set #1 & 2,

</li><li>

Dark Horse Comics key chain

</li><li>

Emily the Strange WonderCon postcard & Change of Strange invitation card

</li><li>

Fire Emblem Shadow Dragon card set of 5 characters

</li><li>

GI Joe Posters 5 characters

</li><li>

Harper's Island Mystery mini sharpie pen

</li><li>

 The Haunting movie notepad

</li><li>

Heroclix figures (4) from Bay Area Clix League (Games exclusive)

</li><li>

Horrorclix starter set of 2 from Bay Area Clix League (Games exclusive)

</li><li>

Indiana Jones photo (Star Wars Fan Film Festival panel)

</li><li>

Knowing movie Slide Puzzle & Calendar Magnet 

</li><li>

Mad Magazine Watchmen edition

</li><li>

Monsters Vs Aliens movie promo card pack (Dreamworks)

</li><li>

Namco Games cardboard watch + 10% on-line coupon

</li><li>

Pirate's starter deck from Bay Area Clix League (Games exclusive)

</li><li>

POSTERS: GI Joe, Star Trek, Watchmen & Wonder Woman

</li><li>

Radical Publishing big red bag

</li><li>

RBlack.org postcard

</li><li>

Runes of Gallidon.com 2 postcards

</li><li>

Shazam & Tiny Titans poster

</li><li>

Star Trek posters set of 4 characters

</li><li>

Star Wars Comic, Lando Calrissian photo & Bounty Hunter sticker (Star Wars Fan Film Festival panel)

</li><li>

Suicide Girls mini stickers

</li><li>

Superman New Kypton poster

</li><li>

TATTOOS: Supergirl & Crank 

</li><li>

Terminator Salvation arm/headband & SCC bag
</li><li>

Toast pvc key chain

</li><li>

Unknown Soilder Comic (Vertigo) Con Exclusive

</li><li>

Viz & Shonen Jump bag, Tissue pack & 2 stickers

</li><li>

Watchmen Button 3-6-09, Comic reprint, 2 postcards, mini poster  

</li><li>

Wildstorm Comic Sampler, Con Exclusive

</li><li>

Wonder Woman light up Tiara & Poster for the DVD release (heavy weight) & mini button

</li><li>

X-Files Comic, by Spotnitz & Denham (Wildstorm) Con Exclusive

</li><li>

Young Liars Comic, by David Lapham's (Vertigo)

</li><li>

Zuda Comic sampler

</li></UL>

</P><P>

The WonderCon website is jam packed with information. Go there directly or through the Comic-Con website at: &nbsp;<A HREF="http://www.wondercon.com/">http://www.wondercon.com/</A>

</P><P>

Mary, marysgarage@hotmail.com
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